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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED BRIEFLY EXPLAINED AND PRACTICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from page 267.) 


The sixth article of the Apostles’ Creed is, “*He ascended into 
Heaven, and sitteth on the nght hand of God the Father Almighty.” 
St. Mark links together these events; the Lord “ was received up 
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.” It is not an as- 
cension only which awaits the dead in Christ. They shall partake 
with their master in the glories of his exaltation also, for they 
shall be near the Lord, and with him continually dwell. “I eo,” 
such was his promise, “to prepare a place for you, and I will come 
again and take you to myself, that where fam, there ye may be 
also.” 

The evidences of the ascension of our Lord are divine predic- 
tions, types, and records. The loth Psalm may have a secondary 
reference to all pious persons, but it is strictly applicable to him, 
who “did no sin neither was guile found in his mouth, who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again.” ‘Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle? Who shall dwell on thy holy Aili?) He that walketh 
uprightly, and worketh righteousness and speaketh the truth in his 
heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue.” It is to the sin- 
less Jesus also that the 24th Psalm primarily alludes: “ Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart. Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of Glory shall come in. Who isthis King of Glory?’ The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle,” that is, the 
same Lord who had just triumphed over Satan and the grave, and 
all his enemies. The sweet singer of Israel recurs to this, as it 
would seem favourite theme of his prophecy, in the 47th Psalm, 
“O clap your hands, all ye people, shout unto God with the voice 
of triumph. God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound 
of a trumpet;” and again in the 78th Psalm: “thou hast ascended 
on high. Thou hast led captivity captive.” Our blessed Lord 
foretold his own ascension. “Touch me not” that is, delay me 
not for the time is short, I am bringing my concerns on earth to a 
close, and shall soon ascend to my father, for doing which I am now 
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making diligent preparation. ‘Go to my brethren, and SAY Unto 
them, I ascend unto my father and your father, and to my God wud 
your God.” As we have verbal, so we have typical prophecies of 
the same remarkable occurrence. In Deuteronomy we read “ the 
Lord said unto Moses, come up unto me in the mount, and 1 w;)! 
write on the tables the words that were in the first tabies, and thoy 
shalt put them in the ark.” In like manner the captain of our sal. 
vation, our Moses, was to come up to the heavenly mount and to send 
down the gospel law, the perfection of the old system, forthe Jaw 
was given by Moses, but truth came by Jesus Christ, “ written not 
with ink, but with the spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone. 
but in fleshy tables of the beart.” 

Another type was the singular removal of Enoch, as if to re. 
mind inev that God can dispense with the usual gate to heaven, 
and to fortify faith, when, in the fulness of time, one superior to 
Es ock in every respect should be similarly taken from amoug men, 
But the ascension of the prophet Elijah was a still more rewarka- 
ble type of the ascension of our Lord, not in the manner, for in 
that respect the events differed, but in the fact of a visible ascen- 
sion as to which they alone were thus privileged, and also in the 
great consequence of these ascensions, for as in the case of Elijah, 
a double portion of his spirit followed, and was shed upon his dis- 
ciple, so in that of our Lord we read, “being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, he had shed forth this which ye now see and hear,” 
agreeably to his kind promise, “it is expedient for you that I go 
away, for if I go not away the Comforter will not come unto you, 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 

A third type of the event we are considering is thus described by 
the apostle Paul: ‘The priests went always into the first taberna- 
cle, accomplishing the service of God: but into the second, went 
the high priest alone, once every year, not without blood, which he 
offered fur himself, and for the errors of the people. But Christ 
being come a high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood, Ae entered in once, into the holy place having obtained 
eternal redemption for us.” ‘ All the Jews believed,” remarks a 
sensible writer, “that the tabernacle did signify this world, and the 
holy of holies the highest heavens. Wherefore, as the high priest 
did pass through the tabernacle, and with the blood of the sacrifice 
enter into the holy of holies; so was the Messiah to offer up 
himself a sacrifice; to pass through all the courts of this world; 
and with his blood, to enter into the highest heavens, the most 
glorious seat of the majesty of God.” 

In the record of the ascension, by the New Testament writers, 
there are several interesting particulars very concisely narrated. 
It appears that our Lord was in company with his chosen friends 
and ministers, the eleven apostles. He gave them a charge and 
authority, to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
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creature, and desired them to tarry in Jerusalem until they should 
receive power from on high. He announced the great conditions 
of salvation and the awful penalty of not complying with them: 
«he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” He promised his ministers, in all 
ages, even to the end of the world, his cheering spiritual presence. 

He lifted up his hands and blessed his companions. While he 
blessed them he was parted fromthem. While they beheld, he was 
taxen up and a cloud received him out of their sight. And they 
worshipped him. And while they looked steadfastly towards heaven 
ashe went up, behold two men stood by them in white appurel, 
which also said “tye men of Galilee why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven. This same Jesus shall so come in like manuer us ye have 
seen him go.” Affecting and instructive are these incidents. He 
had now finished the work he had undertaken. That work was in 
his mind and heart to the very dast moment. Having loved his own 
apostles, he loved them unto the end, and departed to the father in 
the act of blessing them. Glorious was his ascension, in that, it 
was witnessed by many, whereas Elijah’s had only one witness; in 
that, he ascended not by a chariot of fire or any other instrument, 
but self moving, as by the inherent power of the divine nature; in 
that, it was honoured by the presence of two persons, probably the 
same two angelsin “ white,” or “shining garments,” who were in 
the sepuichre, “the one at the head and the other at the feet where 
the body of Jesus had lain;” and especially in that he “ ascended 
up far above all heavens,” as St. Paul tells us, that is to the highest 
seatin heaven. Assuredly no man hath thus ascended into heaven, 
li was presumption in him to whom the boast is ascribed, but it 
would have been no presumption in Christ to have said, “1 will as- 
cend ubove the heights of the cloud: 1 will be like the most high.” 
“Who hath ascended up into heaven or descended? What is his 
name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst tell?” 

But these divine messengers came not merely to do honour to 
the risen Jesu-, to afford him a more than mortal retinue on his 
ascent to glory, but also to impart and impress valuable counsel as 
well as tore-announce the great decisive event of the last day. 
“Why stand ye gazing up into heaven?” ‘* Why stand ye?” Pres- 
sing, arduous, important duties are calling you to active services. 
The field is the world. Ye are the husbandmen. This is no time 
for contemplation, for speculation, or even for the indulgence of a 
natural and reasonable sorrow. Cease to gaze. Begin the work, 
the great work assigned you. and remember ye watch for souls, as 
they that must give account, for this same Jesus shall. come again 
to judge the world, to reward the faithful, and to punish the dis- 
obedient. He went, honoured by the presence of angels, and with 
the self-moving majesty of the divine nature: in like manner he 
shall come again in glory, and the holy angels with him. The rea- 
sons of our Lord’s visible ascension, appear to have been these, to 
confirm faith in him, and to assure the faithful of their own ascen- 
sion. This wonderful miracle, like other miracles, proves his divine 
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mission, and moreover is an evidence of the doctrine of his essen. 
tial divinity, for we have seen the manner of his ascension wag 
altogether peculiar, in consistence with the idea that he held th, 
divine power not as an agent or instrument but inherently, ayq 
therefore it was that they who beheld his ascension “ worshipped 
him.” This miracle was intended also, for so the angels declarp 
to confirm our faith in the doctrine of the final judgment, and ‘a 
Christ, us the destined judge who shall come again on earth to ex. 
ercise that office. It confirms our faith in the doctrine of the re. 
union of soul and body previous to their admission into heaven, 
for here we see both the body and soul of our forerunner enteriye 
their final and everlasting abode. : 

Qur Lord was the first fruits of the ascension, as he was of the 
resurrection. It seems to have been intended in the counsels of 
divine wisdom that like sorrows, joys, and honours, should attend 
him and his disciples. In the world, they were to have tribulation, 
they were to pass throuzh the same grave and gate of death, the 
joytul resurrection was to be the portion as of the master so of the 
disciple, and as to the particular before us, both were to ascend, 
** Within the vail,” says the apostle, “the forerunner is for us en- 
tered, even Jesus.” ** We shall be caught up in the clouds to meet 
the Lord iu the air.” It seems that the very manner of the Saint's 
ascension is like that of his Lord, for St. John in bis vision, beheld 
them ascending “upto heaven, in a cloud.” “Christ,” says St. Cypri- 
an, ‘* ascended into heaven in the sight of his disciples, that they aud 
we might assuredly believe, that we shall follow, and not think ita 
thing incredible for us, both our bodies and souls, to be translated 
thither.” While then, we contemplate the crown of our risen 
Lord, and are glad, and grateful for his triumph; let us be thank- 
ful that the like crown is set before us, and our friends. Let thi 
hope of this triumph console us in our pilgrimage here, and not in 
vain call us to be steadfast, immoveable and always abounding in 
his work, who has gained the prize, and graciously offers to share 
it with us. 

The session of our Lord, at the right hand of God, which in 
our text and in the creed, ts associated with his ascension, now 
claims our consideration. This event is a subject of prophecy. 
“Thou settest, (that is will set) a crown of pure gold upon his 
head. Honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him.” He “ re- 
deemeth thy life from destruction,” referring to his resurrection, 
**and crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies,” re- 
ferring to his exaltation. It is distinctly stated that St. Stephen 
saw him at the right hand of God. But why is it so specially 
noted that the Lord “ sits on the right hand of God?” To teach 
us impressively his unrivalled dignity. He sits as a king, not as 
a subject, at the right hand, the place of honour. Elijah as- 
cended, but Christ alone sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. is is a distinction altogether peculiar. His dig- 
nity was overlooked, if not disparaged by the humiliating circum- 
stances of his birth in a manger; his poverty and persecution: and 
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shove ali, his ignominious death; but behold God hath “ highly 
oited Lim and given him a name above every name.” When we 
) (hese Cireuimstances, in our Lord’s history ; when we be- 
cated on the throne; how naturally do we recognize his 
ture, and yield to the appeal of the apostle, calling all 
creoarares to “ honour the Son, even as they honour the father.” 
“God,” so speaks St. Paul, * bath highly exalted him, that at the 
a f Jesus every kuee should bow, of things in heaven end 
ys taearth, aud things ander the earth, and that every tongue 
id coufess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
9 

‘1, looking unto Jesus new exalted, how naturally are we re- 
) the steps which led to that throne, and of the great re- 
it awaits obedience and resignation, “ He went not up to 
bit tirst he suffered pain. He entered not into his glory, be- 
was crucified. So truly our way to eternal joy is to suffer 
with Christ; and our door to enter into eternal life is gladly to 
die with Christ.” ** We must, through much tribulation, enter into 
the kingdom of God.” This is an improvement of our subject 
susgested by St Paul. ‘ We see Jesus, for the suffering, of death 
crowned with glory and honour. He humbled himself and became 
ob dient unto death, and God also hath bighly exalted him, where- 
fore my -eloved as ye have always obeyed, work out your own sal- 

yation with fear and trembling.” 

Another reason for calling men’s attention to the heavenly session 
of their Lord, was to confirm their hope of that grace essential to 
their welfare, which he is now dispensing. It was, hence, on the 
day of Pentecost, that he communicated the gift of tongues, and he 
is daily sending down, as he promised, those influences of the Holy 
Ghost which are essential * forthe perfecting of the Saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” It 
isto this great blessing, which was to succeed his exaltation, that 
he is supposed to have referred, when he said to Mary, “touch me 
not,” that is, detain or delay me not, for however gratifying to you 
my presence might be, a greater blessing awaits you, which you 
cannot receive till after my ascension, that is, the light and strength 
of the Holy Ghost, for he had told his disciples, “it is expedient 
for you that | go away, for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come to you, but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” “ Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended,” as if, 1 am preparing to ascend. 
I cannot remain in conversation with you. Soon shall I be on my 
throne, and then you will have another Comforter, even the spirit of 
truth, who shall abide with you forever. 

But the exalted station of our Lord in an especial manner, re 
minds us of that consoling doctrine of his constant and effectual 
intercession for his people. ‘ He is able to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him,” says St. Paul, “seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.” ‘ We have a great high 
priest, in the heavens.”” He has entered into heaven itself, for 
what purpose? ‘The apostle replies, “‘to appear in the presence of 
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God for us.” ‘ Within the vail, the forerunner is for us entered.” 
Such an intercession, the only begotten and well beloved of the 
Father, who has done and suffered so much in the cause of God 
cannot plead in vain, but the eficacy of his intercession is sugg; oy 
ed by his nearness, his constant nearness to the divine throye. 
There is a beautiful propriety, as well as a comfortable lesson, jn 
the circumstance, that he who ever liveth to make intercession sits 
at the right hand of God. 

In his exaltation he is not unmindful of his poor ones on the 
earth. His generous promise is in bis mind and heart, and in a 
train of accomplishment, his prayers to the Father are the special 
means, by which he is preparing mansions forthem. “ I go,” such 
was the promise, “to prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.”” And these, which were his petitions on the earth, we doubt 
not are his constant prayers in heaven. “And now I am no more 
in the world, but these are inthe world) Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name, those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, as we are. Sanctify them through thy truth, Father, I will 
that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me.” Let 
sincere believers remember tt is for them he prays. Shall they not 
be thankful, and do all that in them lies to inherit his promises, to 
be planted in the likeness of his death, to appear in the likeness of 
his resurrection, and to partake of his final glory? 

We have now briefly considered the fact, the circumstances, and 
the reasons of the ascension of our Lord, and also the fact and the 
reasons of his sitting at the right hand of God. May what has 
been said confirm our faith, animate our hope, encourage the be- 
liever to a patient continuance in well doing, and persuade those 
who are strangers to the covenant of promise to seek the salvation 
and glory which are by Jesus Christ, the son of the blessed. 

While on the earth, may we have our conversation in heaven, 
and the abiding presence of the other Comforter whom Jesus de- 
parted to send forth, and in due season be exalted to the seme 
place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and 
a with the Father and the Holy Ghost one God world with- 
out end. 


——<p— 
SERMON III. 
Colossians iv. 1. 
‘ Masters give unto your Servants that which is just and equal, knowing that ye 
also have a Master in Heaven.” 


Inu the former discourses upon these words, it was observed, how 
the great Creator of heaven and earth, who is the common parent 
and protector of mankind, and consults the good of all his chil- 
dren in the course of his providential dealings towards them, hath 
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heen pleased to make all men, in some sort, dependent one upon 
quother, and by a mutual exchange of service and assistance, to 
contrbute to the comfort and support of each in particular, as well 
gs the general benefit of the w hole: and that upon this necessary 
wiercourse of good offices are founded all the laws of society, the 
rules of equity, and those particular duties which are called relative, 
gid which make up the bulk of the moral obligations between 
mau and man; every act of kindness or service, from one person 
to another, requiring its correspondent return. And that hence 
servants, have an undoubted right by the law of nature and reason, 
as well as by the revealed will of God, to have what is just and 
equal from their masters, in recompense of their labour. 

jniending only to insist upon that principal branch of duty to 
our slaves which consist in bringing them up in the knowledve and 
fea of Almighty God, it was proposed to our consideration under 
the - lowing heads: 

]. ‘The nature of this great and indispensable obligation. 

Il. The advantages attending a due compliance therewith. 

lil. The common objections and excuses which are made con- 
cerning it. 

IV. fa what manner this duty may best be performed, to the due 
discharge of our consciences, and with the greatest probability of 
success. 

The first of these heads hath been already examined, and the na- 
ture and force of this obligation shewn, by various considerations 
drawn from the nature of that service we receive from our slaves, 
and the return we owe of all necessaries suitable to the condition 
of men and women, the whole produce of whose lives and labours 
are bestowed upon us: the care and love of God towards all his 
creatures, andthe apparent kind designs of his providence, in send- 
ing them into a country where they may exchange the darkness of 
paganism for the light of the gospel, and their temporal liberties 
here, foran eternal freedom in heaven hereafter; the positive com- 
mand of God to the Jews, concerning the circumcision of their 
slaves, whether purchased when grown up, or born in their houses, 
with the penalty threatened in case of neglect: the great duties of 
mercy and charity, and endeavours to promote the kingdom of God 
upon earth, to which all Christians are absolutely bound, as they 
have opportunity of putting them in practice ; and especially heads 
of families, in the present case, from the near relation they bear to 
their slaves, as common parents: the vast authority and influence 
which God hath given us over them, and which we ought to make 
use of for the promoting of his glory, and the good of their souls: 
and the strict account we must one day give to our great master in 
heaven of the use we have made of all these talents and advantages 
with which he hath been pleased to intrust us for our own benefit, 
and setting forward the salvation of his poor uninstructed children, 
and conveying those mercies to them, which he, in his goodness 
and mercy, hath been pleased to convey down to us, from our con- 
verted fathers, many ages ago. 
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We now come to examine, 

[I]. The advantages arising from a due compliance wit) : 
great and indispensable obligation. 

And as the consideration of the former head showed tiis to }y a 
duty owing to God and to our brethren, (as these poor creaturs. 
notwithstanding the meanness and slavery of their condition, reai|y 
are,) so the examination of this must needs convince us, that jt js 
a duty we likewise owe to ourselves, with respect to our earthly 
well as eternal welfare. : 

We are all apt to complain of bad servants, and truly so far ag 
there is justice and reason in this complaint, [am of opinion the 
fault is in a great measure, our own: we do not take the proper 
methods of making them good. For what, in the name of God, 
can we expect from poor ignorant creatures, who have little or yo 
care taken of their principles; little or no notion of an all-seejyg 
God, or a future judgment; nothing but sense and appetite to 2. le 
them; nothing but the present object to allure or terrify them? |; 
we are, at any time, under a necessity of leaving our affairs to the 
management of others, we do not think it prudent to commit them 
to any but such as we have a good opinion of as honest, consciv»- 
tious men, who would render us a faithful account of them to the 
best of their abilities. Our slaves are daily and hourly intrusied 
with our substance, and the success of our crops and dealings do 
often depend upon their diligence and fidelity: aod how can we as 
sure ourselves of these qualifications in them, otherwise than by 
taking care to instil good principles into their minds, by setting 
before them much greater rewards than our poor services, or even 
the whole world can afford; and awakening their consciences by 
the dread of much greater punishments, and pains far more i- 
tolerable than they could suffer by perishing of hunger, or cold, 
dying upon a rack, being cut to pieces, or whipped to death for theit 
faults. The strongest tie upon the human mind is plainly that of 
conscience. All other restraints, of what sort soever, like cords 
and withs upon the arms of a Sampson, are easily broke through; 
and when the passions grow strong, dissolve before them as flax 
burnt with fire. Where conscience is wanting, ways and means of 
eluding or escaping the penalties of human laws are seldom want- 
ing: or at least, the bold sinner, when the vice is inviting, will rea- 
di'y run the venture, as every day’s experience may teach us. If he 
escapes, he reckons it as so much gain: and if discovered, will 
either make light of the punishment, or receive it as a caution to 
lay his schemes better the next piece of wickedness he attempts. 
How many unfortunate people do we hear of, whose crimes have 
brought them to untimely ends; who being hardened in infidelity, 
and having their consciences seared through a long course of 
wickedness and irreligion, have been quite regardless of the great 
est of all human punisfiments; have faced a gibbet with intrepidity, 
and looked upon a most shameful death, as nothing more than the 
laying down of a wretched being, and stepping out of an ill watur 
ed world, that for the preservation of society would not let them 


i$ 








1833.] Sermons to Masters. 329 


live in itas they thought proper? And can we, my brethren, hope 
for any better from our slaves, while they remain strangers to con- 
science and religion, and ignorant of the rewards and punishments 
of the lifeto come? Consider their state of labour and servitude: 
that the drudgery is theirs, and the profit entirely ours: that their 
senses are as perfect, and their passions and appetites equally stroag 
with ours: and consequently their temptations to ease or idleness. 
wo drinking or riot, to filching for the supply of their pleasures and 
exiravagance, or to any present gratification, increase in force as 
the means of satisfying them are farther rewoved from their reach, 
and seldomer fallin their way. And then, putting religion out of 
the question, say what better security you have for their good be- 
haviourthan the dread of the lash, or a continual uneasy watch 
kept over them? Both these they may find a way to disappoint: 
they may grow hardened under correction, or at length disregard 
life itself, which affords them <o little of their own ways and de- 
sires. Whereas to convince them of the certainty of a future state, 
and that the eyes of Almighty God are continually upon them, who 
will reward them for their honest services, though no mau was to 
take notice of it, and punish them for their idleness and dishonesty, 
though their owner or overseers were never to come to the know- 
ledge of it, must necessarily tend to make them as careful of our 
business and substance behind our backs as before our faces, and 
as much afraid of doing an ill thing under covert of the greatest 
durkness and secrecy, as they would in the open day, before a 
thousand witnesses. If then it be so plain, that a religious con- 
science is the best security for any persons fidelity and honesty, we 
cannot bnt own that to bring up our slaves in the knowledge and 
fear of God, must needs be of great advantage to our temporal 
affairs: and that a little care and watchfulness bestowed in this 
way may save us a vast deal of time and trouble in another. For, 
to sum up this point in the words of a pious author, ‘ He that 
hath conscience needs no spies ; and he that hath none will outwit 
a hundred.” 

Uur blessed Saviour, speaking of all things necessary for the 
support and comfort of life, hath assured us that if we first seek 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, all these things shall be 
added unto us: which words, unless they contain an absolute 


promise of temporal blessings, to such as make the kingdom of 


God and his righteousness their first and principal care, I must own 
have, tome, no meaning at all. But what right can any person 
claim to these advantages who neglects performing the conditions 2 
Or how can any one be said to have a real concern for promoting 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, or to make that his 
first and principal care, who lays out his whole pains in making his 
slaves profitable to his worldly interest without bestowing some 
time and labour upon making them servants of God? Or, is the 
Lord’s hand waxed short that we question whether his words shall 
tome to pass unto us or not?) They surely must have little faith in 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. X. 42 
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God, who can possibly doubt in such a case; and yet, to our shame 
I speck it, our sad negligence in this respect, and eager strugvies 
for pro noting our earthly advantages, make us look more like ee 
believers thin C iristiaus; more like people who depend absolutely 
on themselves, than such as own a divine over-raling Providence 
or put any trust and confidence in that God, whose laws and pro- 
mises we acknowledge are contained in the holy Seriptures, wiiere. 
in the above reinarkable words are recorded for our eucourageiacnt 
in this duty, 

Bur besides this, and many other passages to the like Purpose, 
God has thought fit to leave us examples, in those sacred writtigs, 
of masters who have received extraordinary blessings upou account 
of the piety and virtue of their servants, of which Jacob and jis 
son Joseph are instances worthy the strictest notice. Laban, whom 
Jacob served, was an idolater, (as appears from his pursuit atter tim 
to demand his gods or images, which Rachel had stolen unkuowg 
to Jacob.) Yet we find from his own confession, that he was 
thoroughly seusible of the reason of God’s extraorvinary favours to 
him, and hew great a loss it would be to part with such a servant, 
which put hun upon so many contrivances to retain him in his 
house. For when Jvcob desired leave to retire with bis own family, 
Laban said unto hin, | pray thee, if I have found fevour in thine 
eyes, tarry: for | have learned by experience, that the Lord lath 
blessed me for thy sake. Joseph also served an heathen master, 
Potiphar, wio soon perceived the great value of his pious young 
slave: “for this master saw that the Lord was with him: and that 
the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And it came 
to pass, that from the time that he had made him overseer in his 
bouse, aud over all that that be had, that the Lord blessed the 
Ervptian’s house for Joseph’s sake ; and the blessing of the Lord 
was upon all that be had in the house, and inthe field.” And when 
by the wieked accusation of his sbandoved mistress, he was thrown 
into prison, the blessing of God followed him also into that diswal 
place; and the gaoler now becoming his master, eajoyed the ad- 
vantage of his fidelity, and that favour of heaven which went along 
with him. Forthe keeper of the prison looked net to any thing 
that was under his hand because the Lord was with Joseph; aud 
that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper. 

We cannot but know, that the utmost human industry and care, 
can do no more than put our affairs under a prudent regulation. 
And when we have done all in our power, the success must be left 
to a divine, over-ruling Providence. Except the Lord build the 
house or establish a family in wealth, power or reputation, they 
labour in vain that build it. That is, their strugg!es and contrivan- 
ces are all ineffectual; and attempts for raising themselves and 
their families in the world, are all fruitless and insignificant; 1 Is 
vain, therefore, for us to rise up early, to sit up late, and to eat the 
bread of toil and sorrow, whilst God is against us. ‘* He disappornt- 
eth the devices of the most crafty, so that they cannot perform their 
enterprize.” ‘ Both riches and honour come of him. He putteth 
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down one, and setteth up another.” And though the lot be cast in 
the lap, yet the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord. Since then 
God hath not only the disposal of all earthly good things, but hath 
also positively promised a competent share of them to such as 
strive to promote his kingdom and his righteousness; and since his 
blessing doth so visibly follow the lahours of servants who love 
and tear him, shall not these advantages prevail with us to bring 
up our slaves in his faith and fear? And may we not ratioually 
expect a double blessing, in such a case, even in our worldly af- 
fuirs; not ouly because we take the very method he hath pointed 
out to us, but also upon account of such of these poor creatures, 
as by our means are tiited to convey bis mercies to us and our tami- 
lies, by their worshipping aud serving of him? 

If another Joseph were now to be sold, and bis value known be- 
forehand, there is no doubt but he would bear a very high price; 
and that no person, capable of purchasing such a one, would be 
sparing of his mouey, when he knew that he was at the same time 
buying a blessing from heaven upon whatsoever that slave should 
take in hand. We cannot indeed hope to purchase a Joseph 
among poor ignorant heathen: but, as every good Christian hath ao 
same title to the favour of Alinighty God, have we not the -tronyvest 
reason to hope, that we shall find a Joseph in every slave vie 1s 
reclaimed, by the grace of God assisting our pious endcavours? 
Aad shall we then be so sparing of a little time and pains in secur- 
ing that particular blessing, upon the labours of those slaves «ho 
are already in our possessiou, which we were taught to expect fiom 
making them servants of the most high God? Or if, from our ne- 
glect, they want those principles of conscience and fidelity without 
which it is impossible to have a good servant, and a curse should 
follow whatever they have a hand in, upon account of their wick- 
edness or idolatry, may we not justly blame ourselves, who have it 
so much in our power to make them beneficial to us, and acceptable 


to Almighty God? 
—eor— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
DR. JOHNSON’S PRAYER. 


Messrs. Editors,—In your number of the Guspel Messenger for 
this month, namely, October, page 309, you give us a * Prayer 
composed by Dr. Samuel Johnson, previons to his receiving the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, on Sunday, Dee. 5, 1787.” I 
am sorry to say, it is not strictly orthodox, in consequence of his 
using the word redemption, where he ought to have used the word 
salvation. His redemption was already made effectual by the death 
of Jesus Christ, but his salvation was not, neither could it be until 
his own death should render it so. A man is not rewarded till he 
has done his labour. He cannot obtain the victory and receive the 
crown, till he has fought the battle. His redemption, was what 
Christ wrought without him; his salvation is what Ch ist inust 
vork with him. There is an essential difference between redemp- 





332 The Spiritual Condition and Prospects of the Jews. [Nov. 


tion, and salvation. In redemption, Christ bought him with hj< 
own blood; in salvation, he would receive the recompense of ™ 
labour under the purchase which Christ made of him, as the ser. 
vant of his Lord and master. Were it not forthe error | have 
mentioned, the Doetor’s prayer is certainly a most excellent torn - 
and includes in it, all that a dying saint need ask, or God grant, to 
make his death happy, and his resurrection glorious. 


Senex. 
La 


THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE JEWS 
[An extract from Robert Hall’s Works. } 


The question before us is, properly speaking, a question de jur 
rather than de facto: it does not so properly relate to the fac 
whether there are any Jews ina state of salvation who are jo; 
couverts to Christianity, as to the possibility of the thing. Wy 
kuow so litle of the real character of modern Jews, insulated as 
they are from general society, that it is difficult to speak with any 
degree of positivity on that subject. A general and superficial 
view of that people would tempt us to form the most melancholy 
conclusion. But IT have been informed by a learned Jew, exten- 
sively acquainted with his own nation, that there are to be found 
among them men of a very different stamp from what is generally 
prevalent. He solemnly assured me that he knew ose Jew in par- 
ticular, a foreigner, who was accustomed to spend the night preced- 
ing their great fast in the synagogue, prostrate in tears and suppli- 
cations; and, on my asking what he was prayiug for, he replied 
with some quickness, “for the pardon of his sins and the sins o| 
his people, and for the speedy arrival of the promised Messiali;” 
he declared, at the same time, that this was not a solitary instance. 
Adwittiag this representation to be correct (and there is nothing in 
it which exceeds the bounds of credibility,) I should feel little 
hesitation in believing that “he who delighteth in merey,” would 
not despise the prayer of such a penitent, because he wanted that 
explicit knowledge of Christ which was for ages withheld from the 
Jewish Church. Prevented from attending to the evidences of 
Christianity, by the influence of prejudices which it was extreme- 
ly difficult for him to surmount, and at all events not more criminal 
than those which kept Fenelon within the trammets of popery, 
what should induce us to form such an opposite judgment, in two 
cases, as to place the latter in the list of eminent saints, while we 
consign the former to destruction? Dark as popery is, we must 
allow that the respective degrees of illumination enjoyed in the 
two cases were very unequal, but the fainter of the two we must 
either confess is in itself saving, or give up the patriarchs and pro- 
phets for lost. Perhaps it is unnecessary to remind your readers, that 
while I plead for the possibility of a Jew’s obtaining salvetion 
without that clear and explicit knowledge of Christ which Cbris- 
tians possess, | um far from supposing two distinct methods of sal- 
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vations Whoever are justified, whether under the Jewish or Chris- 
san economnies, are alike justitied by faith in the Messiah. But l 
ay at a loss to perceive Why that more vague and imperfect know- 
dye of tis character, supplied by Moses and the prophets, which 
oy erly availed for that purpose, should necessarily be ineffectual 
B0Ws ° ° ° The chief practical use to be derived 
from the hypothesis which T have ventured to suggest is, to inspire 
ys with an tmereased tenderness and respect for the seed of Abra- 
jars, as Containing, notwithstanding its occupying a distinct fold, 
« portion of the true Church of God. If we can be induced to 
hope that he has still a people among them, we shall be ready to 
sok upon them with something like fraternal affection, and to em- 
brace every Opportunity of re probating and removing the crue! pri- 

avons and restrictions imposed by Christian nations, who, absurd- 
, imagmmg that they do an acceptable service to God by their 
persecution and depression, are in reality treasuring up wri ith, by 
aggravating the affliction of those whom he has smitten. It is sur- 
prising that any man can read the ancient prophecies with atten- 
tion Without perceiving that he surveys the treatment of his ancient 
people with a jealous eye; and that while he signalizes his dis- 
pleasure against them by the course of his Providence, he will 
enter into severe reckoning with those who shall be found “to help 
on the affliction.” A Jarge arrear of guilt has been contracted by 
the nations of christendom on this account, and in this age of liber- 


ility, When such mighty efforts are made to procure the removal of 


poluical disabilities on the score of religion, it is surely high time 
their attention was turned to the relief of the oppresse .d and perse- 
cuted children of Abraham. Their political emancipation and res- 
toration to the equal rights of citizenship might be reasonably 
expected to soften their prejudices and dispose them to a more 
favourable hearing of the Christian cause. 


-e—- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Messrs. Editors,—In the British Critic, for April last, in the re- 
view of the Works of Robert Hall, are the following seasonable 
remarks, to which I have attached, as appears to me, appropriate 
heads. A Curtstian Opserver. 


The Believer and Unbeliever contrasted. 


“Here was 1 man, whose powers seemed almost adapted for con- 
verse with disembodied spirits, whose thoughts were frequently 
‘wandering through eternity,” a man, too, whose life was a con- 
stant wrestling against bodily anguish, whose corporeal structure 
was “an apparatus of torment,” and who, yet, was able to seek 
and to find delight among the bhumblest recreations of society, and 
to exclaim, in the gratitude and fulness of his heart, ‘/ enjoy every 
thing!’ Behold this, ye despisers, and wonder! Think of this, and 
then turn to the last hours of the sensualist and the infidel, of him 
whose genius, it is to be feared, is, to this day, as a lying spirit to 
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many of the children of disobedience! Hall, on the rack of , 
diseased organization, is able to enjoy every thing. Byrov, whey 
his temples are throbbing with the sefl-inflicted pains of a vies 
lite, ertes out, ‘there is nothing but misery in this world, E thigk 
If this contrast does not speak to the hearts and undersiandings oj 
men, the voice of wisdom would be heard in vain from tive Jaws of 
the sepulchre itself. ‘To enjoy is to obey,’ was the maxim of +\¢ 
one; and Ais lips were touched with the living flame of the a}, 
‘To disobvy is to enjoy,’ was the principle of the other; and ov of 
his mouth there leaped forth sparks, such as might set on fire i, 
whole course of nature. And when examples like thi se are recor od 
for our instruction, does it not seem as if the Lord himself weg 
speaking to us, and calling heaven and earth to witness against tis, 
that life and death, blessing and cursing, are, even in this world, 
most manifestly set before us?” 


On a Change of Heart. 


“Tt was his own conviction, (to use the words of his biographer.) 
that, ‘until his first seizure at Cambridge, he did not undergo 
thorough trausformation of character, a complete renewal o} |i: 
heart and affections.’ We have no disposition whatever to institute 
a captious inquiry into the justness of this sort of phraseology: 
and we shall, therefore, content ourselves with saying, that the 
‘transformation of character* and ‘the renewal of heart and of. 
fections,’ appear to us to have been a process which had been, evi- 
dentiy, going on fromthe days of his boyhood. At what particular 
period that process was ‘ thurough and complete,’ we dare not cov- 
fidently to pronounce ; for, in our humble judgment, it is not given 
to man, in any instance, to fix upon the point, on this side the erive, 
at which that blessed consummation is ever achieved. We are, 
however, abundantly villing to acquiesce in the statement, that the 
calamity in question was, as Hall himself regarded it, a dispensa- 
tion of goodness as well as severity ; and that it helped to mellow 
and ripen bim for the enjoyments which await the spirit of just men 
made perfect.” 

The Church a Divine Institution. 


“¢ The Church,’ says Hall, ‘is a society instituted by heaven. 
In every step of its procedings it is amenable to a higher than human 
tribunal; and, on account of its freedom from external control, its 
obligation, in foro conscientia, exactly to conform to the mandates 
of Revelation, is the more sacred and the more indispensable ; 
being loosened from every earthly tie on purpose that it may be at 
liberty to follow the Lord whithersoever he goeth.’ Now it does 
strike us as something surprising, that the author of these sentences 
should ever have been betrayed into bitterness of spirit against the 
uncompromising advocates of the Church of England. Whether 
those advocates are right or wrong in maintaining the Episcopal 
scheme of government to be a divine institution, is a question 


* See Dr. Millingen’s account of Byron. 
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which, we suppose, will continue debateable until the final restora- 
tion of all things. fu the mean time, however, it should be seru- 
pulons ‘ly recollected that a clear persuasion of its ‘ higher than 
hunan’ authority, is the very ground upon which m: iny of the futh- 
ful adherents and champions of oar Church rest their obligation 
to defend that :nstitution., Tt is prec isely because they believe that 
societies of men professing Christianity ‘are not at liberty to organ- 
ize tac uselves at toeir pleasure,’ that thes feel bound to inapntaiy, 
not only the faith, but the discipline, whieh (as they conceive) was 
once delivered to the saints. It is, according to their couviction, 
an exceedingly dangerous error to reject the Apostolical succession 
as preserved in the government of the Church by Bissops; and 
they are at a loss to understand how any society ean be lezitimately 
constituted, or organized as a Church, if it abandons that appeont- 
ed sign of the Apostolic office. That their notions respectine this 
matter should be assailed, as erroneous, by those communities wich 
have adopted a different regimen, is nothing more than what they 
must, at all times, be prepared to endure. But why are they to be 
charged with a narrow, exclusive, monopolizing spirit, when they 
insist on the necessity of constructing the Church according to 
what they believe to be the true Apostolic model? And with 
what consistency or charity can this charge be advanced by those, 
who distinetly affirm that the organization of the visible Body of 
Christ, is not a matter upon which the human judgment has been 
left at liberty? The Dissenters will, perhaps, affirm that the re- 
straint on human judgment is confined to matiers of doctrine—to 
matters which cannot be sacrificed without endangering the very 
life of Christianity. But how is this to silence the scruples of 
those, who are honestly convinced that the constitution of the 
Church is, itself, no unimportant matter of doctrine; a matter of 
organization so important, that it cannot be sacrificed by then, 
without a serious breach of their obedience to that which they re- 
vere as the will of God?” a a ° “If Prelacy be an 
abuse, the want of Episcopacy in any form, (is as we contend) 
worse than an abuse. It is an absolute defect; a defect which, in 
the opinion of many learned, able, and venerable men, is sufficient 
to vitiate, or, at least, to render very doubtful, any claim to the 
character of a legitimate Church; a defect which eminently ex- 
emplifies the presumption of attempting to organize, at pleasure, 
a society of Christians. And if so, why, we repeat, are high 
Churchmen, as they are called, to be accused of insufferable bigotry, 
merely for acting in rigid conformity with their own conscientious 
Views respecting the plan on which the Church of Christ was 
originally organized?” 

In another review, in the same volume, are the following remarks 
by the late Bishop Huntingford. 


On Clerical Dress. 


“We know that the outward garb can make man internally nei- 
ther better nor worse. Taken therefore in the abstract, dress is a 
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thing indifferent. But living, as we do, in society, and in the yioy 
of others, we are not at liberty to be guided merely by the refi. 
ments of abstract reasoning. We are bound to consider why ;, 
required of us by that society, in which we are situated; and y, 
are expected to bear it in our recollection, that even our Outward 
appearance will have its weight, either to beneficial or injuri yg 
ends. If to acertain kind of dress society has by long (and, \ 
you please, fanciful) prejudice, annexed an idea of that gravity. 
which is suitable to persons engaged in the sacred ministry, every 
prudent man will vield to that prejudice, and adopt what the pubji 
opinion has sanctioned. For that minister offends society, brings 
disrespect on his order, and thereby weakens the general cause he 
has undertaken to support, who appears habited in apparel, which 
through usage is thought improper, and which occasions him to ly 
censured as light, vain, and conceited.” 


On Worldly Amusements. 


‘There are many amusements, which, if they could be followed 
without danger of being made precedents for misapplication o 
them, would in themselves be innocent. But we know there arg 
some, who, through pravity, avail themselves of the slightest e». 
couragement for their own impropricties. Others there are, who 
in their tmprudence, cannot discriminate between times and places, 
Whenever our example, either through the misinterpretation of ‘)¢ 
corrupt, may be pleaded as an excuse for culpable excess, or throuy\ 
want of judgment in the undiscerning, may be the cause of unsuita- 
ble and unseasonable conduct, the innocency of our amusements, 
producing effects thus injurious to morals, becomes questionable, 
and it is highly expedient to desist from them. 

“But far more questionable will become their innocency, and 
much greater will be the expediency of relinquishing our amuse- 
meuts, if we are assured the pursuit of them disgusts persons of 
tender consvience. It behoves every minister to be circumspect, 
and to be thoroughly acquainted with the sentiments and disposition 
of those among whom he is placed. If he perceives worthy and 
pious people disturbed, that their minister is engaged in diversions 
which corresespond not with their opinions of the decent demean- 
our required in him who is to be an example of regular and quiet 
deportment, he will show his good sense, his value for reputation, 
his regard for the credit of bis order, and, above all, bis Christian 
eharity, by sacrificing his diversions to the higher consideration of 
not giving offence.” 


aman 


THE TIMES. 


There seems to be approaching, and that very rapidly, a time of 
trial to the American churches, from dissension and violent contro- 
versy. The disunion which for years has threatened evangelical 
bodies amongst us appears to be impending more nearly. Among 
many probable sources of confusion and contest, may be named 
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the differences concerning the true method of promoting piety, and 
ditusing the blessings of religion. There are among us= in various 
parts of the lund, men of zeal aud piety who seem much engay od 
in Christian labour, profess to be abundautly successful, and treely 
stigmatize the majority of their bretirem as in error or unfaihtal- 
yess with regard to tie proper means of bu:lding up the Church. 
They speak as if they supposed theiwselves in possession of some 
new and infallible mode of apolying the inustramentalitv. of the 
word, or rather as having returned to the only primitive and apos- 
tolical way of preaching and labouring. The want of success 
wiich is deplored by their less sanguine brethren, they hesitate not 
to attribute to want of farthfulnes; and measuring fidelity by appa- 
ren! success, they fail not to proclaim the great fruits of their own 
exertions. [tis common to hear them describe the measures for 
the awakening of sinners, as measures of a new chiracter: suited 
toanew state of affairs, a new phase of human things, and as 
superseding the old and perishing systems of former days. Ino 
correspondence with these declarations, we observe that the vreat 
object of thetr labours is to arouse public attention by new aud 
startling methods, by assembl iges at uncommon times and places, 
or weetings protracted far beyond the ordinary period, by neglect- 
ing the decorum of public address, and verging towards rudeness, 
harshness, and even valgarity. Doctrines are estimated not so 
much by their conformity to the standard of the Scriptures, as by 
their fitness to produce immediate effects, and their supposed adap- 
tation to remove the objections of gainsayers; as if that must be 
nearest the truth which most readily commends itself to the natural 
man. The regular, systematic and formal discussion of theologi- 
cal truth is abandoned fora kind of preaching which ts hortaiory, 
severe and acrimonious. This is what is culled pungent, direct, 
plain preaching, and so effectually has this method produced “ itch- 
iug ears,” that there are many churches in which discourses like 
those of Witherspoou or Davies would not be listened to with 
patience. The seed of the word must be seen to spring up under 
the sower’s hand, or it is condemned as spurious. The principle is 
adopted, that every faithful effort of a minister will be successful, 
and the dangerous and uuscriptural qualification is added, that it 
will be successful visibly, immediately aud specifically. The natu- 
ra! consequence of such a belief 1s, that meu of eloquence, or even 
of mere vociferous vehemence, imagine themselves the exemplars 
of clerical labour and success, while that kind of preaching which 
instructs, consoles, or prepares, falls into gradual disuse. In addi- 
tion to the ordinary means of grace, we observe every viriety of 
incongruous novelty, as to time, place, method; new and strange 
devices for collecting crowds, or striking a panic or a sudden pas- 
siou into them when collected; devices lef ofteu to the determina- 
tion of the moment when excitement has most effectually precluded 
cool discretion.— Presbyterian. 
GOSS. MESS.—VOI,, X. 43 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


In an interesting address to the children of the Sunday Schoo; 
at St. Thomas’ Church, New-York, the rector said, ** And, nowy I 
willtell you a story, not like some stories in bouks, just made up of 
things that never happened: mine is a true story. 

I once had a large Sunday School, before I knew you; and I diq 
in that what you see me do iv yours. I got upon the stand on Sp. 
days to ask the whole school, questions about the Bible; and after 
a while L noticed that a poor, sickly looking little girl who sat nea; 
the stand, never failed to answer my questions properly. | often 
would ask just to try her, whether any one could prove a particular 
thing from the Scriptures, and that child always had a text ready, 
I never saw a child that seemed to know more of the Bible thay 
she did. I shall not tell you her name, but will only say, that she 
was always dressed very neatly in black, and was one of the mos 
modest, well-behaved children in the whole school. I spoke to her 
teacher, and found out that she was a poor, fatherless and mother- 
less child, who had been brought into the school no one knew how, 
I inquired into her character, and learned that she was one of the 
meekest, and humblest, and best-tempered children we had. Aj 
last one day ; it was a Sunday morning, and I was to administer the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; a teacher came to me and said 
that one of her class wished to speak to me alone. I told her to 
send the child to me; and when she entered the room, I found 
that 1c was my poor little girl in black. 

I made her sit down, and asked her what she wanted. She 
burst into tears, and it was sometime before she could speak. 
When she could, she told me that she wanted my permission to 
come tothe sacrament: she said, that she kuew it was her Saviour’s 
command, and he had done so much for her, that she was anxious 
to do every thing he wished: she told me too, that for many munihis 
she had felt very unhappy in thinking that he had said, ‘do this in 
remembrance of me,” aud she had never done it. I then began to 
question her, to see whether she understood what the sacrament 
meant. I talked with her nearly an hour, and I was very much 
surprised, as well as pleased, to find how well she understood the 
sacrament. More than once when that child was talking to me, did 
I think of the words of the Bible, “*Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings hast thou perfected praise.” I never talked al) ut 
the sacrament with a grown person who understood it better than 
she did. At last when the conversation had stopped, and we had 
sat a little while in silence, she looked at me, and said, ‘Oh, sir, if 
it is not against what you think right, pray let me come.” “Yes, 
my poor girl, said I, you shall come.” She started up, and with 
the tears streaming down her cheeks, caught hold of my hand with 
both of hers, crying out, “ may I, sir, may I? God bless you for- 
ever, sir, for that word.” I turned away to wipe my own eyes, for, 
my dear children, it was too much for me; I wept too. 











Noy. 
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Well she did come, and I watched narrowly ber conduct after- 
wards; it might have shamed some older Christians. At last she 
removed into a distant part of the country, and I saw nothing of 
her for some time, until, since I have been living in this city about 
two months ago; she suddenly appeared before me. She had come 
here on a visit, and came to see me, and more than that, my dear 
children, she was in your Sunday School: she went to look at it. 

On talking with her, I found that she was an humble and happy 
Christian, (now grown to be a woman,) and I was very glad that 
[had let her come to the Sacrament. One thing she said, that I 
wish you to remember: it was this, ‘Oh, sir, [thank God that I 
ever saw the Sunday School: Llearned my duty there.” 

My story is done, and it shows us, what? That many of you, 
my dear children are not too young to be Christians, in deed as well 


as in name. 

—— 

CANONS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 274.) 


Canon XXV.—Of Episcopal Visitations.—Sect. 1. Every Bishop 
in this Church shall visit the Chuches within his Diocese, for the 
yurpose cf examining the state of his Church, inspec. ing the beha- 
viour of the Clergy, and administering the apostolic rite of Confir- 
mation. And it is deemed proper, that such visitations be made 
once in three years at least, by every Bishop, to every Church with- 
in his Diocese, which shall make provision for defraying the neces- 
sary expenses of the Bishop at such visitation. And it is hereby 
declared to be the duty of the Minister and Vestry of every Church 
or cougregation to make such provision ac cordingly. 

Sect. 2. But it is to be understood, that to enable the Bishop to 
make the aforesaid visitations, it shall be the duty of the Clergy, in 
such reasonable rotation as may be devised, to officiate for hin: in 
any parechial duties which belong to him. 

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the Bishop to keep a register of 
his proceedings at every visitation of his Diocese. 

Canon XXVI.—Of the duty of Ministers in regard to Episcopal 
Visitations —Sect. 1. It shall be the duty of Ministers to prepare 
young persons and others for the holy ordinance of Confirmation. 
And on notice being received from the Bishop, of bis intention to 
visit any Church, which notice shall be at least one month before 
the intended visitation, the Minister shall give immediate notice to 
his parishioners individuality as opportunity may offer; and also to 
the congregation on the first occasion of public worship after the 
receipt of said notice. And he shall be ready to present, for Con- 
firmation, such persons as he shall think properly qualified; and 
shali deliver to the Bishop a list of the names of those confirmed. 

Sect. 2. And at every visitation it shall be the duty of the Min- 
ister, and of the Church-wardens or Vestry, to give information to 
the Bishop, of the state of the congregation, under such heads as 
shall have been committed to them in the notice given as aforesaid. 
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Sect. 3. And further, the Ministers and Church-wardens of sie} 
eo sregations as cannot be conveniently visited in any year, shal] 
briny or send to the Bishop, at the stated meeting of the Conyen. 
tion of the Diocese, information of the state of the congregation 
under such heads as shall have been committed to them, at least ane 
month before the meeting of the Coavention. 

Canon. XXVIL.—Of Episcopal Charges and Pastoral Letters, 
It is deemed proper that every Bishop of this Chureh shali di tyer, 
at least once in three vears, a Charge to the Clergy of his Diocese, 
unless prevented by reasonable cause. And it is also deemed pro- 
per, that from time to time he shall address to the people of his 
diecese Pastoral Letters on some points of Christian doctrine, 
worship, or manners, 

Canon NXVIN.—Of Parochial Instruction.—The Ministers of 
this Church who have charge of parishes or cures, stall not only be 
diligent in instructing the children in the catechism, but sha!l also 
by stated catechetical lectures and instruction, be diligent in inform. 
ing the youth and others in the doctrines, contitution and liturgy of 
the Church 

Canon XXIX.—Of the Duty of Ministers to keep a Register.— 
Sect. 1. Every Minister of this Church shall keep a register of 
baptisms, confirmations, communicants, marriages, and funerals, 
within his cure, agreeably to such rules as may be provided by the 
convention of the diocese where his cure lies; and if none <uch be 
provided, then in such a manner as, in his diseretion, he shali think 
best suited to the uses of such a register. 

And the intention of the register of baptisms is hereby declared 
to be, as for other good uses, so especially tor the proving of the 
right of Church membership of those who may have been admitted 
into this Church by the holy ordinance of baptism. 

Sect. 2. And further, every Minister of this Church shall make 
out and continue, as far as practicable, a list of all fomulies and adult 
persons within his cure; to retain for the use of his successor, to 
be continued by him, and by every future minister in the same 
Putten. 

axon XXX.—Of the Election and Institution of Ministers into 
Parishes or Churches. —-Sect. 1. It is hereby required, that on the 
election of a Minister into any Church or parish, the vestry shall 
deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the Bishop, or, where there 1s no 
Bishop, to the standing committee of the diocese, notice of the 
same, inthe following form, orto this effeet:— 

“We, the Church-wardens, (or, in case of an assistant Minister, 
We, the Rector and Church-w ardens) do certify to the Right Rev. 
(naming the Dishop) or to the Rev. (naming the President uf the 
standing committee,) that (naming the person,) has been duly chosen 
Rector (or, assistant Minister, as the case may be,) of (naming the 

parish or Church or Churches.) 

Which certificate shall be signed with the names of those who 
certify. 

Sect. 2. And if the Bishop or the standing committee be satisfied 
that the person so chosen is a qualified Minister of this Church, the 








(833. ] Canons of the Pro. Epis. Church. oat 


Bishop or the president of the standing committec, shall transmit 
the said ee rtificate to the Secre tary of the Convention, who shall re- 
cord in a book to be kept by him for that purpose. 

sic. 4. Burif the Bishop or the standing committee be not satis- 
fied ss obove, he or they shall, atthe instance of the parties, pro- 
ceed to inquire into the sufficiency of the person so chosen, aceord- 
ing to such rules as may be made in the respective dioceses, and 
sh Ii covfirm or reject the appointment, as the issue of that Inquiry 

ay be. 

sect. 4. And if the Minister be a presbyte Pe the Bishop, or pre si- 
dent of the standing committee, may, at the instance of the vestry, 
roceed to have him tnstituted according to the office established by 
this Chureh, if that office be used in the diocese. Sut if he be a 
deseon, the act of istitution shall not take place till after he shull 
have received Priest’s orders. This provision concerning the use of 
the office of institution, is notto be considered as applying to any 
congregation destitute of a house of worship. 

Canon XXXL ser the Ojic.ating of Ministers of this Church 
in the Churches, or within the ‘Poresial Cures of other Clergyumen.— 
No Clergyman be Ponte oaeh io this Charch shall officiate, emher by 
preaching, reading prayers, or otherwise, in the porish, or within 
the parochial cure of another Clergyman, unless he have received 
express permission for that purpose from the Minister of the parish 
or cure, or, in his absence, from the Church-wardens and Vestrymen, 
or Trusrees of the congregation. Where parish boundaries are not 
defined by law, or otherwise, each city, borough, village, town or 
township, in which there is one Protestant Episcopal Chureh or 
congregation, or more than one such Charch or congregation, shall 
be held, for all the purposes of this Canon, to be the parish or pa- 
rishes, of the Protestant Eyiscopal Clergyman or Clergymen hay- 
ing charge of said Church or Churches, congregation or congrega- 
tions. But if any Minister of a Church shall, from inability, or any 
other cause, neglect to perform the regular services to his cougrega- 
tion, and shall refuse, without good cause, his consent to any other 
Minister of this Church to officiate within his cure, the Churech- 
wardens, Vestrymen, or Trustees of such congregation, shall, on 
proof of such neglect and refusal before the Bishop of the Diocese, 
or, if there be no Bishop, before the Standing Committee, or before 
such persons as may be depwed by him or them, or before such 
persons as may be, by the regulations of this Church in any Dio- 
cese, vested with the power of hearing and deciding on complaints 
against Clergymen, have power to open the doors of their Church 
toany regular Minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church. And 
incase of such a vicinity of two or more Churches as that there can 
be no local boundaries drawn between their respective cures or pa- 
rishes, itis hereby ordained, that in every such case, no Minister of 
this Chureh, other than the Parochial Clergy of the said cures, shall 
Prevch within the common limits of the same, in any other place 
‘han in one of the Churches thereof, without the consent of the 
major number of the Parochial Clergy of the said Churches. 

( To be continued.) 
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POETRY. 


Selected. 
OUR MISSIONARY AT GREEN BAY. 


See Christ's ambassador forsake his home, 
To distant wilds his steps unwearied roam, 
Where savages untutor’d blindly stray, 

And where the Gospel never shed its ray, 
Commanded by his Master to proclaim 

To all the world his all redeeming name: 
The Saviour’s love that animates his heart, 
far as he can, he labours to impart 

Hence no discouragements his feet betray 
From this his purpose deviously to stray, 
Fatigue, privations, scorn, derision, shame, 
He bears them all, as ills not worth a name. 


© glorious purpose,—glorious his reward ; 
Streams through the desert by his hands are pour’d, 
The savage drinks, be slakes his parching thirst, 
And grateful cries, “This is of streams the first,” 
Then lifts to heaven his once benighted eyes, 
Sees glories there in endless prospects rise ; 
Views constellations unpercieved, unknown, 
Until the Gospel on his eyes had shone. 

Led onward by its beams his faith begins 

To rest for pardon, of his numerous sins, 

On that most precious death which Jesus bore 
To ransom all from sin’s enslaving power. 

No more he wanders in the gloomy maze, 

No longer blindly adoration pays: 

A fatal dream no more his breast deceives, 

He knows, with Paul, in whom he now believes: 
His earthly prospects too are brighter made 

By his kind patron’s influence and aid; 
. The arts of civil life placed in bis view 

He copies fair,—delineates them true, 

Turns the rough glebe with the same steac’y hand 
That launch’d the arrow at his chief's command ; 
Improves his lands by industry and toil, 

And reaps abundance from the gen’rous soil 

By him instructed—where once stood a shed 
That scarce could shefter from rough winds his head, 
A cottage neat, in rustic beauty stands, 

Built by his own now well directed hands. 
Conid T his voice at this vast distance hear, 
Sounds such as these, might fall upon my ear. 


‘My kindest patron, my best earthly friend, 
Through thee [ve learn’d my origin and end: 
Next to my God, to whom all praise is due, 

My thanktui heart owes gratitude to you. 

A very wanderer in the realms of night, 

You found me erring and you set me right; 

Led me and placed me at my Saviour’s feet, 
Where first I heard these words of his—so sweet: 
«Come ye who would your burden’d spirits free, 
Come meekly learn the lessons taught by me, 

'T is no hard service to which [ invite, 

My yoke is easy and my burden light.’ 

Consoling words! that never reach’d my ear, 
Until thy voice had pierced this desert drear. 
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Thou, Heavenly Messenger, my soul hast won, 

Thy care I nee d, yet need it not alone. 

How many of my kindred errant stray ! 

No heavenly beam illuminates their w ay 

Then leave us not-- their hearts, though Sood. may yield 
And this spare harvest yet may deck the field; 

My |. ouse shail be thy home—my tare be thine, 

Then leave us not in error tu repine ! 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


St. Philip’s Sunday School House.—A discourse from Isainh, liv. 
13, was delivered in St. Phihp’s Church on Sunday, October 27, 
and a collection made to assist in meeting the parch: ise for this 
house. ‘he amount collected was $133 95. 

om 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. BE. Church.— 
From the Missionary for October, we learn that a Church is about 
to be ereeted at Liberia, (Africa.) In their appeal for aid, the Com- 
mittee of the congregation say: ‘ The influence of true religion 
generally pe rvades this community. But still we must aver that a 
syrit of fanaticism is plainly seen diffusing itself, and threatens 
ul umately to subvert the very principles of that religion which we 
hold it our sacred duty to establish and defend. 

“To obivate such results, and at the same time to maintain among 
the more intelligent of our community, a genuine respect for true 
religion, We Can propose no course which promises so much success 
as the establishment of the Protestant Episcopal Church amongst 
us. And to that end we have seen fit to form a religious socicty, 
professing to be governed by the same laws and canons as the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States, and acknowledging 
the validity of the “ articles of religion” and creeds sanctioned by 
the authorities of said Church. And we, the wardens and vestry 
of St. James’ Charch, in Monrovia, Liberia, solicit your assistance 
to enable us to erect a house suitable for worship, and to obtain 
such pastoral aid and direction, as shall be competent to the diffusion 
of that Christian knowledge which will enable us duly to appre- 
ciate the order and harmony peculiar to our Church; and without 
whieh, we cannot hope to see religion flourish in this unnatural soil, 
co nsumed within by the unhallowed fires of the enthusiast, and para- 
lyzed without by cold, jeering infidelity and obstinate ignorance. 

“The Executive Committee have succeeded in obtaining the ser- 
tices of a Clergyman for the Mission to Liberia and its vicinity, 
whose qualifications and devotedness to the cause in which he is to 
be engaged, justifiy the anticipation of the most favourable results 
from his labours.” 
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General Theological Seminary.—The number of students at pres. 
entis 83, and new applicants may yet be expected for the Jun; 
Class. ‘This institution commences the collegiate vear with lini 
pier prospects than at auy previous time. -- Churchman, 


Delaware.—The forty-third annual Convention was held oy +, 
Sth of June; present, 2 of the clergy and 13 of the laity. Ther 
are 6 Clergymen, and 16 Churches and chapels. In the report 
Trintty Church, Wilmington, are these useful hints: “ma 
the congregation live at so great a distance fro the Chureh 
they cannot attend more thau one service ou Sunday; but the je. 
tor ix constrained to say that many others not debarred from 14. 
privilege by distance, content themselves with consecrating bil! 
the Lora’s day to the service of God. There has been no deviatiog 
frow the regular order and discipline of the Episcopal Chureh, by 
our success has been the result of the divine blessing upon the long 
established practices of our communion.” 


Ohio.—* The Convention,” says the Gambier Observer, “as. 
sembled on the Sth instant, attended by a larger representation 
than was ever before convened in this diocese for a similar purpose. 
18 clergymen entitled to seats inthe Coavention were in attend sre, 
All but one who were in the diocese at the time were presen'.” 

7 * * * About twenty Churches have been recently com)!rtod 
or are in progress. Nine clergymen have commenced to labour iu 
the diocese within the past year. ‘Three only have teftus.  EBiyt: 
parishes are now vacant, where clergymen are earnestly desired, 
and would receive competent support, besides many other mission- 
ary stations affording most encouraging fields of labour.” 

In his address the Bishop says, “ Having seen the immense im- 
portance of Kenyon College, particularly of the Theological de- 
partment connected with it, to the supply of Ministers of the 
Gospel, for the swelling pupulation of the West, and especially ‘or 
the destitute, and multiplying parishes of Ohio; having seen also 
the great necessities of that institution, and how entirely it must 
fail of accomplishing tts great purposes, unless means should be 
raised to erect additional buildings for students, and instructors, | 
considered that I could in no way employ the time, before my fam 
ly could be moved to the West, so advantageously to the diocese 
as in an effort so raise the required contributions, Under authority 
from the Board of Trustees of the College, [ underto k to raise, 
as the least sun that would answer the purpose, $30,000, in two 
annual payments. Beginning among my own aff ctionate people, 
in Brooklyn, I proceeded to New-York, Boston, Providence, Nor- 
wich, Conn., and New London; then to Philadelphia and Balt- 
more; in all which places, the object was entertained with the 
greatest kindness and interest, by various religious denominations, 
as one in which all that desire the advancement of useful learning 
and pure and undefiled religion in the West, should feel themselves 
eoncerned. ‘The whole amount of actual subscriptions from the 
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above eities, aided by a few names from other places, irrespective 

of promises and expectations, and inclusive of 1000 from P. G. 
Stuyvesant, Esq., of New-York, for the library (the same gentle- 
moan basing previously subscribed 8400 to the buildings) is 828,520. 
Gf itis due to the great Kindness and confidence of my friends in 

Brooklyn and in the City of New-York, to suy that in the former, 
ajod?, and in the latter 818907; of the whole amount were sub- 
scribed. The whole expense incurred by the college in my agency 
iu this work, exclusive of a bill for the priniing of au uddress to 
the public, which has not been received, will not exceed S70. As 
soon as the collections shall have been sufficiently received, a 
minute statement of all the subscriptions aud receipts will be print- 
ed and a copy torwarded to every subscriber. 

| have been thus particular on this topic, because there is nothing 
in which the Church in Ohio, and in all the Western States is more 
deepiv concerned than in whatever relates to the efficiency of our 
College; especially, its bearing upon the preparation of Ministers 
of the Gospel. 

Iu addition to the subseription above stated, the loan, I obtained 
by authority of the Board of Trustees, of $15,000, for ten years for 
the purpose of paying off a number of wiscellaneous debts con- 
tracted during the past transactions of the college.” ° * 

“Qur prospects are exceedingly hopeful. Brethren, God is with 
us. Diligence and faith and prayer ou our part have every thing 
to stimulate and encourage them. One evidence of what the Lord 
is doing for the building up of his cause among us ts seen in the 
fact that no less than twenty-two churches either have been lately 
built and are waiting to be consecrated, or are now in progress 
towards completion.””. The Bishop reports 7 candidates and 4 
more expected. 

~ 

Charity Schools.—The following circular has been addressed to 
the Protestant Episcopal Clergy itn Peunsylvania: “ Rev Sir,— 
In fulfillment of duties devolved upon the Committee on Adult 
Schools, appointed by the Board of Managers of the Diocesan 
Sunday School Society of Pennsylvania, they respectfully tuvite 
you to consider the expediency of establishing oue or more schools 
in your parish for the gratuttous instruction of adults. 

The plan pursued here, in the forming and conducting of such 
schools, is as follows: suitable persons are procured to act as tea- 
chers, and a place is selected to meet in; then pupils are collected 
by means of public notice, or by visiting from house to house. 
These assemble on one or more evenings in each week, the school 
is opened with religious exercises, then instruction is given in read- 
ing, writing and arithmetic, and the school is closed with prayer. 
Ten dollars will defray the necessary expenses of a school for a 
season commencing in October, and ending in May. 

It is desirable that the Adult schools should be parish schools, 
having arelation to the Church and minister similar to Sunday 
Schools. 

Q08. MESS.—VOL. X. 44 
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It is believed that there are in most parishes, many adults entire. 
ly destitute of education, and therefore in need of such instruction 
as these schools are intended to afford. It ts also beheved that jp 
many instances adult schools have had a happy influence on ty 

spiritual interests of the pupils. The Committee, therefore, \ joy 
these schools as affording increased facilities and additional oppor. 
tunities of dispensing the word of life to a ve ry interesting portion 
of the community, and of presenting to them the Church as ‘the 
pillir and ground of the truth.’ 

Considering the fidelity and zeal which have characterized you, 
ministerial course as sure pledges of your disposition to give this 
subject that serious consideration which its importance demands, &e. 

—_ 

Standing Committees. —Years of experience have shown us many 
cases in which great inconvenience and various disappointment 
have been occasioned by inattention to the requisitions of our 
Canons. We have known of more than one candidate acting unde: 
the idea that as the Committee would not be very exact, especially 
in cases where the person applying was known personally to some 
of that body, it would not be material for him to trouble himself as 
to all the particulars required. It is gratifying to find that Stand- 
ing Committees are growing more tenacious of the observance of 
the laws of the Church. ‘That candidate gives but a poor evidence 
of his fitness for the service of God’s house, who begins by unier- 
valuing the laws appointed for ifs regulation.— Auburn Gos, Mess. 

_ 

<The Clergy of the Church of England.—\t is my sincere convic- 
tion, (says the Bishop of Gloucester in his late charge) that there 
never was a period in which the ministers of our Church were more 
generally attentive to their duties, correct in their lives, ardent in 
their piety, and zealous in their spiritual labours than at the present 
moment. And this is, in truth, the consoling and encouraging cir- 
cumstance which makes me look without dismay at the prospect 
however it may be clouded, which now lies before us. 

Religious Instruction of Slaves.—In Antigua, a Clergyman of th 
Church of England regularly every Sunday on his own estate reads 
seroice and preaches to his people. There were vo less than 500 
present from that and contiguous estates.—Rer. John Thompson's 
Report. 

Correction.—We are obliged by the information in a private way, 
and also in the Protestant Episcopalian for October, noticing re- 
merks made in our July number, that “a form of prayer prescribed 
by the Bishop,” to be used at the meetings of the sp bape 
Convention meant ‘the morning prayer as set forth in the Book » 
Common Prayer.” We had feared that attempts made in the G »- 
eral Convention, without success, to substitute a few collects insted 
of the morning service had been successful in the Diocesan Con 
vention above named. ‘Too many members, both clerical and lay, 





i333] New Publications. 347 


absent themselves from the devotional offices of the Convention, 
pur we still trust they will be continued unabridged. 

Importance of Catechizing.—Too many good people regard preach- 
ing as every thing and religious education as of little importance, 
because the duties of the former are more agreeable to the faney, to 
the love of indolence and to the vanity of the human mind, “All 
men love to work on large masses, and wish to see every thing 
done by mere speaking; but we have as vet found out no roval 
road to the result we labour to effect. ‘The gospel can never have 
a permanent footing in a barbarous country, unless education ind 
civilization go hand in hand with our religious instructions.— Letter 
of Rev. Dr. Philips. 





NEW YuBLICATIONSE. 


The Monument: A small selection from the Sermons of the late Right Rev. Jame' 
Kemp. D D_ Reetor of St Paul's Parish, Baltimore,—and Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Maryland. Together with the Address delivered at the time of 
his interment, by W OE. Wyatt, D. D then Associate Minister in the same Parish. 
To which are prefized, Brief Biograp‘ical Notices of the Bishop.—'This is an inter- 
vesting publication containing nothiug superfluous. The wish is unavoidable that 
the amie might have more of what is so good. Bishop Kemp we learn was a 
native of Scotland, graduated with the highest honors at Aberdeen, changed 
Presbyterian for Episcopal faith after he came to America, was ordained Deacon 
wd Priest, in 1789, and consecrated as Bishop tor Maryland, in 1*14, that is, to be 
Suffragan during Bishop ¢ laggett’s lite, and on his demise to succeed him, in the 
charge of that diocese. His death in 1827 was caused by the ov rthrow of a 
st: ge on his journey after assisting at the consecration of the Assistant Bishop of 
Penvsylvania. ‘To this event, the Reverend preacher at his interment thus inter- 
estingty and usefully alludes: ‘The passage to glory of the Bishop of our flock, 
was short though thorny. It was found when in the discharge of a high and sacred 
duty —It was cheered in every stage by the kindness of friends, and sustained and 
soothed by the band of skill, and the voice of tenderness. And the venerable 
head which is so soon to sleep on a pillow of earth, first reposed on the bosom 
of filial love and duty. We cannot however, tail to regard with painful apprehen- 
sion, the extension of habits. which. in their desolating path involve alike the 
virtuous and the guilty, the honoured and the obscure, in sorrow and suffering. 
Let legislators avert the reproach of shrinking, through any selfiish consideration, 
from the obvious and e:sy means of guarding the public morals, and the public 
welfare. And let us with one consent, lilta voice of warning and entreaty, when 
persons of all classes and pursuits, are seen “passing their children. with them- 
selves, through these fires to Molock”’ Let us pray God, that intemperance may 
no longer be the guilt and curse of the land.”’ 

Then “ That he should for a moment seem to have been the victim of the mad 
riot of the unprincipled and the worthless; that he, whose life in its whole calm 
career, was an exhibition of the most rigid and honourable prudence and abstemi- 
ousness, shou'd have fallen a martyr to the rashness of those to whom he bad en- 
trusted his sacred person, it shocks—it laceerates the heart; aud we feel, as when 
we read of the sacriligious entrance of the Roman soldiery inio the holy place of 
the temple, which they defiled with their presence. ere it was consumed.” 

Of his last hours we have this beautiful sketch, -‘ Never have | seen a calmer 
and firmer assurance, a more bumble and entire submission to the will of God, 
trust in his promises, or sense of the value of the Redeemer’s blood, than in Bishop 
Kemp in his ‘hour of fear.’ There was no repining, no impatience under pain, 
at any moment. There was cheerfulness and comfort in the manner in which he 
spoke of the duty in which he had been engaged. On the last morning, he at one 
time arrested the attention of his friends to listen to some sentiments which he then 
felt able to utter; and he immediately proceeded to avow his faith in the efficacy of 
the Saviour’s covenant: his sense of @ need of his atoning merits ;: his charity—bis 
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charity for all, his forgiveness of all: his trust, submission and hope. He then com. 
mended particularly all the objects of his affection aud soliwitude, to the mercy and 
care of the Almighty; and this with an unfaltering voice, antil he uitered the words 
‘I pray for my diocess,’ when some emotion caused bhisaccents to tremble. He heard 
with manifest pleasure of the sensibility you had discovered, my brethren, when 
a few moments before, your prayers had been asked in this temple that his life 
might be spared; and he repeated several times ‘kind, goud people, good peuple.’ 
A tew moments before his last breath eseaped him, when your speaker was 
endeavouring to persuade himself and the sufferer, that the inevitable hour was 
not so nigh at hand, as had been supposed, he replied ‘Ll cannot be deceived: two 
more such pains as I experienced just now, would extinguish life.” And when 
the same individual! was expressing to him the bitterness of his grief at tie throat 
ening calamity, the Bishop said. ‘it is to me a truly happy moment, and [ shall, | 
trust be accepted of God, my Saviour and Sanetifier.’~ 

In the sensible, orthodox, lucid sermons of the Bishop, interestingly correspond. 
ing in stvie with the simplicity and humility of his character, we were es, ecially 
pleased with the tollowing remarks under the text, Proverbs, xv, 17. * However 
difficul: the eandition—however mean the fare—however severe the destiny love 
will difluse through the tamily a heavenly temper. Enter the cottage of a poor 
man, and if love be enthroned in the hearts of the family, you will see cheertul. 
ness and contentment Enter the palace of the rich, and to polished manners 
love, you will find, adds a degree of serenity and refinement, which nothing else 
can impart. But on the other hand, whenever malice commences her destructive 
work in a family, sullenness, petulance, unkind looks, and harsh answers, destroy 
all its enjoyment. And it inatters not how easy, or how affluent the condition of 
such may be this is an evil that nothing van counterbalance.” 

“The usages of civilized society may so far operate as to produce tranquillity 
and a»parent kindness. But the true ground of a happy intere -urse must be laid 
deepiy in the heart. And this cannot be effected but by religion Erected upon 
any other foundation, the love of a family will be variable and incomplete ; regu 
lated by circumstances, and changing with times and situations.”’ 

These hints are as just as they are seasonable, ** Those who, instead of purifying 
their hearts. controlling their passions, and cultivating true godliness. are contin 
ually expecting visionary attestations of divine favour, will find they have bees 
pursuing a shadow, and neglecting the substance. Those too. who imagine (hat 
they can secure happiness by any other means than those preseribed in the bible 
faith, repentance, and true piety; or that these are to be acquired and cherished 
in anv other way than by the institutions of God; that the word of God. py 
which our lives should be formed, and by which we must stand acquitted or evn. 
demned at the day of judgement, may be slighted for personal revelations, which 
we have no ground for expecting: that the sacraments and other means of grace 
ordained by Christ, are to be displaced by the inventions of men; that they who 
cherish frenzied agitations for the divine impulses of the Holy Spirit, which only 
operates, by inspiring holy purposes, by cleansing the thoughts and strengthening 
the love of God and of man,—they who resign themselves to these dangerous 
delusions, prepare tor themselves insupportable consternation in the last great day 


Tracts in Pastoral Theology.—A series designed for circulation chiefly among the 
Clergy will be issued from the “Episcopal press.” The first tract published, is 
“ Christian Preaching Delineated” in a letter from Alexander Knox to Bisho; 
Jebb, with occasional Notes and valuable quotations.-—-Churchman. 


Commentaries suiled to occasions of Ordination, by William White, D. D. Bisho; 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Commonw ealth of Pennsylvania —In 
the dedication of this work to the Bishops, the Reverend author says: ‘In my 
preparation, and in my delivery of these Commentaries, I have never anticipated 
their being of use, beyond the limits of the Diocese for which they were composed 
No other :dea occured, until it was suggested by the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen 
whose jucgment and whose desire could not but have great weight with me; espe- 
cialiy when repeated, at the late meeting of the House of Bishops in General Con- 
vention {{ was at his instance, that vou gave to the present edition your nan 


mous sanction.” 
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We suppose the bare annunciation of this volume will be sufficient to secure it as 
many readers at least. as there are candidates and ministers of our Churel Ut 
pugs to be carefally perused, especially by those who are about te answer the 
questions found in either of the ordination services SS» much is due to the «ub- 
ect itself Add to this. the volume before us comes from one whose long expe- 
rience and acknowlecged wisdom entitle him to be heard by all his juniors, upon 
whatever topic of general interest he offers to address them. ‘Instruction from such 
a source and upon topics of the deepest interest cannot be otherwise than gladly 
received 

But in giving the above title, we have indicated only a part of the contribution 
now made by the venerable Bishop of this diocese. Nearly half the volume is 
sccupied by a commentary upon the duties of the public ministry, torming a most 
suitable appendage to the original design of the work.—Epis. Watchman 


A short view of the whole Scriptural History, with a continuation of the Jewish 
Affairs from the Old Testament till the time of Christ; and an account of the Chief 
Proficies that relate to him; presented inthe way of Questionand Answer: illustrated 
with various remarks on the History and tie Religion of the Patriarchs, Jews, and 
Christians; and on the Laws, Secis, and Writings of the Jews. By Isaac Wa'ts, D. D 
revised and enlarged, and adapted to Modern Usage for Bible Classes, Sunday Schools, 
Families, and all Schools, Academics. and Seminaries, favourable to th: promotion of 
Biblical Literature: illustrated with Copperplaie and Wood tEngravings Se By 
Rev. R C. Shimeall Designed to accompany ‘is Scripturai Chart. Mr. Shimeall’s 
Chart.—We cheertully join our cotemporart sim bear ig testimony to the “X- 
traordinary merit of Mr. Shimeall’s chart. Praise is an ariicle of which the 
Churchman has not hitheri'e been needlessly lavish, and which, we trast, it will 
continue to bestow with discrimination; but in the preseat instance, our readers 
may assure themselves that tye highest commendation ts not misplaced he 
descriptions which have been giv no of the ehart. 4: way judge from the 
effect on our own mind, will impart hut a purtial and 5 ridequate idea of its 
excellence. It must be seen and examined by ali who Wouldgestimate it Correctiy, 
It isa complete synopsis of ecclesiastical history, ancient sud modern, exhil it ‘ad 
throughout in connexion with profane history. By means of the expansion sod 
contraction of figures, a lucid exhibition is given of the tuerease and diminution 
ot the Church in different periods of its history, and collaterally of the advo.ce 
ment and retrogression of the different empires in the world: while by # judicious 
intermixture of colours, the various states of the Church reli tively to one another 
and the world. are clearly exhibited The different vicissitudes, prosperous and 
adverse, through which she has passed, the persecutions she tas suffered, the cor- 
ruptions which have deformed and the heresies which have distracted her. u uy be 
seen at a glance: and the whole is so interwoven with the events of prolane tis. 
tory as to convey a vivid and accurate impression of both. Tn short, it is ealeu!at- 
ed, beyond any thing we have yet seen, to facilitate the acquisiiion of the outlines 
of history, and a great variety of its most important details. As an aid to the 
memory it has one very decided advantage over al! (he common systems of niue- 
monics, inasmuch as it secures the recollection of facts and dates, not on the prin- 
ciple of arbitrary association, especially unpropitious to numbers and hard names, 
but by exhibiting a picture of them, in their mutual and natural relations, to the 
imagination: so that the chart is to the study of history precisely what the map is 
to the study of geography. The lecturer will find it a very valuable auxiliary tor 
the instruction of his class, as will parents for profitable conversation with their 
children, and the student for reference in hiss udies; and all will admit it to be an 
ornament to any library in which it is suspended. 

It has been mentioned to us that the investigations into which Mr. Shimeall was 
led in the construction and completion of his useful work were the means of in- 
ducing his preference for the institutions of our Church, which be found to be more 
ancient and therefore more primitive and apostolical than those with which it is 
sometimes brought into conflict. If this be the case, as we believe it to be, the 
Churchman has an additional inducement to become acquainted with the chart, 
and interest himself in bringing it into notice. —Churchman. 

Thus much for the Chart. The “Scripture History,” we may notice hereafter, 
when we have had time to examine it. 












er wet, eS 






tied 


wt 











































3500 New Publications. | Noy, 


1 Catechism of the History of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, with the pp, 
irines and Places connected with u: designed for more advanced Sunday Scholars. onl 
Juvenile Bible Classes. By the Rev FH. Cuming, A M Part 1. Phis iy oy, 
opinion is one of the best books on the list of the General Sunday Sehioo! t),,.,, 
Whether the author has been guided by the Easter Catechisms of tne Bis, 
St. David's or not, we have no hesitation in saying that he has furnished « het 
condensation of gospel instruction, preferable even to the work of tne Gisiep 
is to be hoped that the plan wall be tollowed out, and that the o ganization, win), 
try, sacraments and history of the Churcli will be presented in a tull and unequiv,. 
cal manner, lorthe use of Sunday Schools and .amilies It is idle to talk o; iu 
nishing complete religious instruction, and at the same time, for fear of disturt): 
some sensitive sectarianisu, withholding an explicit view of the great trutiy j\,- 
the apostles did organize a visible society with certain defined and appropriate 
officers and powers, to be continued in harmony with his promise to be with they 
tothe endof the world When we look at the convulsed state of things in variog, 
divisions of the religious world, tue conviction must be irresistible that such ¢ sayy). 
sions have arisen from losing sight of these our peculiar views and usages — ‘{\\y 
Church to which we belong should leara wisdom in time, and instead of keeping 
her own views out of sight, should preseat them tully, frankly, and completely yo: 
in the sp-rit of boasting or acrimouy—God forbid—but as they are Do this wij. 
gently from the fireside through the Suaday School and the Bible Class, up to tie 
Theological Seminary, and even to the solemn teachings of Episcopacy, and tien 
combine the whole with spiritual waruings, and evangelical exhor' ations to a! 
godliness of living, and we may humbly hope that the truth as it is in Jesus, wi 
prevail through his own appointments.—-Aduburn Gos. Mess. 


ny 


Adress at the laying of the Corner Stone of Trinity Church, in the Borough o 
Princeotn, July Ath, 1333, dy the Rt. Rev. George W. Doane, A. M Bishop oj the 
Diocese of New-Jersey —This is an interesting orthodox and adapted to be very 
useful discourse. It is as the occasion demanded short, but it is pithy. Lt would 
be difficult to say so much, at least so well, in the compass of eight pages. A lead 
ing motive im nolicing it is to instruct our readers, with this admirable synopsis of 
the leading characteristics of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

1. “ Shets Scriptural in her doctrine. The Trinity in Unity, the Incarnation + the 
eternal Sou ;—the atonement for all sin made with his blood;—the lost aud rumed 
state of man, incapable of himself to do any thing pleasing unto Giod. and such 
less to attain eternal salvation;—the absolute necessity ot an entire chanye vo! 
heart and affections, in all wao would see God, known in Scripture as ‘the now 
creation; —the agency of the Holy Spirit in effecting this change. thence called 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost ;—justification by faith which is in Christ Jesus;-- 
faith to be operative by love, produciig good works, which tor Christ’s sake, are 
pleasing and acceptable to God;—holiness indispensable to salvation, thoug) in 
no man adequate to its attainment ;—the resurrection from the dead beth ot the 
just and unjust;—a final judgment both of quick and dead according to the ceed 
done in the body ;—eternal death, ‘the wages of sin; —life everlasting the tree 
gift of God, through Jesus Christ: these, in the outlines, are the doctrines of the 
Church.” 

2. She is apostolic in her Ministry, and this as to its form and its authority. 

3. She is spiritual in her worship. Her liturgy ts, as it were conceived and born 
of Scripture. 

4. She is eminent for unity and order, “‘One Lord, one faith, one bajtism,’ one 
hope of her high calling, and one ancient path—the path in which apostles walked 
and holy men of old—in which that glorious hope is to be sought aud wou, make 
her, emphatically, ‘a city that is compact together.’ Of every thing in her, the 
tendency is to unity.” 

5. She is illustrious for moderation and for charity. “ While some have fallen 
into coldness and deadness. that was only not downright infidelity, and otvers 
have been heated, and almost consumed by the fierce fires of extravagance end 
fanaticism, she has gone cheerfully on, ‘fervent in spirit, serving the Lora.’ With 
a quiet aignity becoming the spouse of Christ, the mother of apostles and satuts, 
she has been less careful to aypear outwardly righteous, before men, tian to train 
up many sons sad daughters ior their inheritance of glory. Nor is she less con- 
spicuous for Charity. She rejects no infant trom the privileges of baptism, for 
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Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not who took 


them up in bis artas, laid his hands upon them, and blessed them. She undertakes 

no scrutiny ot heart in them who present themselves at the table of the Lord: bat 

ivong alto come, and rejecting none that do not by their outward deeds. dis 

grave that high vocation, leaves the heart and conscience to God, that made, and 
ajone discern them.” 

She is a faithful Chureh. We have this beautiful peroration! “Are not hey 
Jaces glorious? Are not her lotty battlements radiant with heaven’s own libet 
Have not her bulwarks, strong in the Lord supported well the shock of opposition 
god the waste of time? Fixed on the rock of ages, they shall stand forever 
Guarded by the arm of the Almighty, the gates of hell shat! not prevail agains 
them Ye that are tempest tossed upon the world’s wide waste, seek there a retuge 
and ve shell find rest tor your souls. Ye that abi-e within its sacred walls, re 
member well.—at the last day they shall be the shelter only of the faithful i: 
Christ Jesus, —the home of the holy alone ” 

“Thy promise, Lord, is ever sure, 
And they that in thy house would dwell, 
That happy station to secure, 
Must still in holiness excel!” 
We take occasion to suggest to our Tract Societies, the expediency of circula- 
ting this Address. 


the ynworthiness of its parents: but prefers rather to emulate his example 
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Letters to Sunday School Scholars.—This is a little work by Mr. Joseph W. 
Ingraham, Superintendant ot Christ Church Suuday School, Boston. It explains 
the * Geography of the places mentioned in, or connected with the account of the 
nativily of our blessed Saviour, and the season of Advent.” 

The opportunities and researches oi the author for information in regard to this 
subject have been very great, and the mannerin which he has sought to impress 
instruction apon the minds of the young is worthy of commendation. His “ Let- 
ters,’ which were written dating his absence, to the children of his charge, are 
full of that simplicity and affection which a teacher should always show towards 
his scholars. As the * Historical Map of Palestine”’ published some time since by 
the same author is beginning to be introduced into Sunday Schools: this little 
Book will be found an excellent accompaniment. At the close of the volume 
questions are introduced on the foregoing letters, and children are thus directed 
not enly to understand, but to reflect upon every thing they have read.— Episcopal 
Waichman. 


—aoo- 
OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Diep, in Pendleton, on the 24th of September, Joun C. Scnurz, Esa. The dead 
need not praise, but the living need example. We shall speak that which we do 
know, and testify that which we have seen. In manners Mr. 8. was truly courte- 
ous. We have seldom witnessed a more fiuished Gentleman. His heart was 
affectionate and generous. His taste chaste and correct, a beautiful specimen of 
whieh isto be seen in the Episcopal Church at Summerville. To him we have 
been informed. it was principally indebted tor the design and execution. Hospit- 
able Mr. Schulz was to an enlarged degree. Residing in the country for the few 
‘ast years of his life, nothing afforded him so much pleasure as to welcome and 
enjoy the society of his friends. He loved to have them make his house their home 
Oi the reputation of his neighbour, he was really tender. He seldom spoke ill 
oi any man. “ The law of kindness dwelt upon his lips.” When ungenerously 
ind unjustly aspersed, he met the insinuation with a smile. But Mr. S wasa 
Christian. And here we delight to think of him, because hence we believe sprang 
all his kindly feelings, his urbanity, aud interesting deportment. We are told that 
he never feared death; and the Christian only desires to depart, and to be with 
Christ. To the Christian, “to die, is gain.” He died agreeably to a wish which 
he had often expressed, suddenly, and seemingly without the least agony. 

This worthy man was one of the few, alas how few, who valued the privilege 
and fulfilled the obligation of the Holy Communion, and we humbly trust is now 
participating in the Communion of the blessed Saints in the kingdom of his Fa- 
ther and their Father. 
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Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in So. Cy 

The Treasurer reports :— 

A donation of Thirty Dollars from the Christ Church Auxiliary Society for the 
year 1332 

Tie Librarian reports the following donations to the Library : 

By the Rev. Mr. Folker —Doctrine hristiane Pars Theoretica e Sacris Literic 
Repetita. Auditoribus suis Scripsit D. Gottlob Christianus Storr, Svo. Stutgarg 
Iso. Sard, 

The “hurechman armed against the errors of the time, 3 vols. 8vo. London I-14 

The Garden of Parad se; a collection ot Prayers, by Joha Arndt, transla ed 
into English, Svo. title wanting. 

True Christianity, by John Arndt; translated into English, vol. 1. Svo. title 
wanting. 

By Thomas 5. Grinke, Esq.—The Missionary Herald, for August, Septembe; 
and October 1833. 

Correspondence on the Principles of Peace, Manual Labour Schools, &c. by 
Thomas S Grimke, Svo. Charleston, 1333. Pamphlet. pp 16 , 

By Messrs. Swords, Stanford & Co. New-York.—Commeuntaries suited to the ve. 
easions of Ordination; by William White, D. D. Bishop of the P. E. Church j) 
Pennsylvania, l2mo. 1333. 

2 - 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Rt. Rev. Dr B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Diocese of New-York.—0y 
Sunday, Septenber 1, 1833 in Trimty Church. Geneva, the Rev. Joha F. Ernst 
Deion, was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests: And on Saturday S-+pt. 7 
at Vowpey, Onondago County, Mr. Timothy Miner, was admitted into the Holy 
Order of Deacons: And on Thursday, October 3 in Trinity Church, New York 
the Rev [Thomas Meachem. and the Rev Thomas Clarke, Deacons, were admit. 
ted intothe Holy Order of Priests: and Mr Griffiths, into the Holy Order of Dea 
cons: And on Sunday, October 6. in St. John’s Chapel, New-York, the Rey 
Liberty A. Barrows. Deacon, was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.--On Sunday 
September 29, 1833 at Salem, Mass. Mr. George W. Cole, was admitted into the 
Holy Order of Deacons. . 

By the Right Rev. Dr. McIlvaine, Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio.—On Saturday, 
Sept. 7, 1833, in Kenyon College Chapel, the Rev. George Dennison, and the Res 

John O'Brien, Deacons, were admitted into the Holy Order of Priests: and Mr 
Henry 8. smith, admitted into the Holy Order of Deacons. 
CONSECRATION OF CHURCHES. 

The following Churches have recently been consecrated to the Christian woi 
ship of Almighty God 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Diocese of New- York.— 

Apostolic Church, Geddes, september, 3, 1833. Constantia Chureh, James 
ville, September 4, 1833. St. Stephen’s Church, Perryville, Madison County. 
September 5, 1833. St. Mark’s Church. Jamesville, Onoudago County, Sept. 6, 
1833. Calvary Church, Homer, September 8, 1833. St. John’s Church, Rich- 
field, Otsego County, September, 13, 133. Zion Church, Rome, September 15 
1833. Trinity Church, Watertown, September 18, 1833. St. James’ Church 
West Marlborough, October 11, 1833. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. McIlvaine, Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio.—St. Pauls 
Church, Mount Vernon, September 8, 1833. 


—-@aa— 
CALENDAR FOR NOVEMPFER. 
1. All-Saints, 17. Twenty-fowth Sunday after Trinity 
3. Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity. | 24. Twenty-ffth Sunday after Trinity 
10. Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity | 30. St. Andrew. 
26. Anniversary of the Juvenile Pro. Epis. Society. 








